Petition:  of Aaron Gilmore
Aaron Gilmore (National), Greg Morehouse, Amanda Williams, Bridget Harahan, Elissa Smith, Angela Watson (Parents from the community concerned) appeared to discuss this petition concerning a proposal to build a new high school in the North East of Christchurch. Greg Morehouse highlighted the major issues:  
The North East area, mostly encompassed by the 8083 postcode, has no high school and is one of the fastest growing suburbs in Christchurch.  It is the only area in New Zealand of 25,000 people that does not have a high school; Timaru and Masterton, which are of a similar size, both have five high schools.  Furthermore most high schools in the wider area are overflowing with students and other schools will soon be in the same position due to increased retention of senior students and designated growth in the area.  No high school is designated or zoned for the area.
This causes uncertainty and stress for families as to where they will send their children to high school and leads to many families moving out of the area.  Major housing development is underway and more is planned in the area.  Existing high schools cannot absorb the current students, let alone additional ones.  Population growth has well exceeded Ministry of Education forecast.  
The total estimate of savings on transport, productivity, carbon dioxide reduction, and reduced accident costs add up to more than 88 million dollars in the next 40 years. Amanda Williams spoke about the community.  Currently many families reluctantly move out of the area for their children to attend high school and teenagers who remain living in the area must travel long distances to go to school.  A well-attended public meeting was held and 90% indicated that they would send their children to a local high school.  A petition with 3664 signatures was sent to Parliament asking that this need for a school be investigated.
Elissa Smith discussed the environmental impact.  Over 500 secondary students currently travel out of the area every day.  This number may double in the next ten years.  The environmental impact is not sustainable.  A new school could provide an opportunity to present a standard for the future with sustainable buildings that could use 50% less energy.  It would also increase cycle usage by being closer to the community it serves.
Labour’s Trevor Mallard asked what happened to the 2005 proposal that Mairehau be closed and a new school reopened and National’s Louise Upston asked why a review of that decision was not recommended. Aaron Gilmore replied that the North East community was not consulted; the area surrounding Mairehau was consulted, but not 8083 and he was not going to revisit past Ministry decisions.  The growth and improvement of Mairehau is not the issue.  That school cannot expand to cater for the growth in the area and a new school was needed.
Labour’s Sue Moroney asked about statements in written submissions concerning ten early childhood centres recently opened and the number of children in those centres. It was explained there has been a ‘boom’ in the last three years and four more are under construction.  There are ten private ones that hold 50 children and two community ones that hold 26 children.  There are eight primary schools in the post code area, six of which are full primary, but no intermediates. Amanda Williams explained that private individuals are prepared to put forward personal money as well as two large organisations, one of which has an existing relationship with the Crown and they are ready for progress.
Mallard warned about the danger of accepting the upfront money from a ‘PPP’, but that it could lead to Crown debt down the road. Catherine Delahunty (Green) asked whether Aranui and Mairehau would need to expand regardless of whether a new school was built and whether the North East community had any problem with those schools.  Trevor Mallard suggested that the culture difference may be an issue. Aaron Gilmore replied that Aranui has just undergone major rebuilding to take down two storey buildings and replace them with one storey buildings.  Despite having 2000 students in the 1980s, the maximum roll now is probably 700, and the current roll is 650.  The culture difference exists, but is not the issue.  There are many schools that work well in diverse communities. Finally Catherine Delahunty raised her concern about the environmental impact of ‘PPP’.
Raymond Webb, Southern Regional Manager and Rawiri Brell, Deputy Secretary Early Childhood Education and Regional Education from the Ministry answered questions. Trevor Mallard asked whether it was necessary to head towards an “illogical pattern” of schools rather than invest more in Mareihau and Aranui. Raymond Webb replied that there has been big investment in Mairehau and Aranui and the Ministry thinks they have the capacity to grow and accommodate students from the North East area.  In reality, students from ‘8083’ go to 41 different schools across Christchurch. He explained that growth in the North is being monitored and monitoring roll growth in schools in the area is part of structure that the Ministry uses to monitor when they need to buy new sites and build new schools.
The Ministry has no site in the area, but there is potential to lease land from the Christchurch City Council, and the Ministry understands that there is a desire to have a school in the community rather than expanding existing schools. Labour’s Sue Moroney asked whether the Ministry was “in the loop” with Christchurch City Council on the issue of growth and future plans for approval of large subdivisions and provision for future schooling. Raymond Webb replied that the Ministry is involved in discussions with the Council about future development plans. Sue Moroney asked further, what indications have been given by Aranui and Mairehau as to their desired culture, including their ideal size. Raymond Webb responded that Aranui believe a new school would severely impact on their revitalisation. National’s Jo Goodhew raised the issue of communities of interest, a strong message from the petition, and asked how the Ministry weighs up community opinion and the social cost of disconnection.  And also what the parents of Aranui think about it doubling in size. The Ministry looks at secondary school demographics using population as the indication and then look at other factors like whether the community could sustain a secondary school especially at senior levels and how the Ministry could best make use of existing schools. Mallard asked the Ministry to confirm that the shape of the population growth was the issue and that they believed with relatively minor changes to existing schools that could be resolved.  
Goodhew suggested that it is not just about money. She asked at what point the local community is consulted and when. Webb replied that Ministry consultation occurs when they do a review of area and consult all schools, bringing in a steering committee from the local community, but there are no plans to consult further this year. National’s Colin King asked how long the Ministry intended to keep to its strategy to increase the capacity of Mairehau and Aranui over any other strategy. Webb replied that with the current ministry work, both schools are showing significant improvement and the Ministry want to continue with those schools and support them in their improvement.  The rolls of the schools have stabilised.
Finally, Mallard requested an update on Christchurch schools; rolls and achievement, roll trends and roll trends of primary schools.  He also requested a colour map of real zones so they can see where overlaps and gaps are and relate it to the school rolls and trends to get a sense of the situation. 
